


















May 30, 2024 

An open letter to our fellow funeral service colleagues and prospective students: 

The Jefferson State Community College’s (JSCC) Funeral Service Education Department (FSE) will be 

making changes to the admission and retention policies to the American Board of Funeral Service Education 

(ABFSE)-accredited funeral service education degree (that includes the embalming option) that may be of interest 

to you. These changes are the result of recent changes to the Accreditation Standards from our accrediting 

organization, The American Board of Funeral Service Education (ABFSE). These new Standards will require 

that all ABFSE-accredited programs maintain a minimum passage rate on the National Board Exam (NBE) of 

70% on the Arts Section, and 70% on the Science Section.  This is an increase from the current standards of 60% 

on each section. As a result of these more stringent accreditation standards, funeral service and mortuary science 

programs across the United States have been strengthening admission and program standards. To maintain ABFSE 

accreditation, Jefferson State’s FSE Program must do likewise. These changes will bring the FSE Program more 

in-line with other FSE / Mortuary Science Programs, and other health related programs here at Jefferson State. 

We also believe that the upcoming changes to the FSE Program will result in stronger FSE students and graduates. 

The changes to the JSCC FSE Program will phase in at the beginning of Fall Semester 2024 and 

will be in full effect beginning Spring Semester 2025 (January 2025).  These changes were discussed, 

reviewed, and approved by the JSCC Administration in April of 2024.  Additionally, these changes were 

unanimously approved by the JSCC FSE Program Advisory Board, comprised of funeral service practitioners and 

allied professionals, at a special called meeting in April of 2024.  As of this writing, these changes will NOT 

affect the unaccredited funeral director only certificates that are in place for individuals only wishing to 

become licensed funeral directors.  The changes will only affect our associate degree seeking students that 

wish to become licensed funeral directors AND embalmers.  

Effective Fall Semester 2024 (August 2024) and forward for the ABFSE-accredited A.A.S. degree program 

(that includes embalming): 

• To maintain the quality of the program and to ensure that students enrolled maintain high academic

standards, a “three strikes” policy will be enforced. We believe that this policy is more equitable and fairer

for the student and is less strict that some other FSE programs.

• Students must attempt all courses offered in their education plan each semester.



• If the student is unsuccessful in any course, that is a “strike.” Unsuccessful is earning the grade of “F” or

“D” in any FSE or BIO course. Withdrawing from courses may also result in “strikes” if those withdrawals

do not meet approved criteria.

• If a student is unsuccessful in three FSE/BIO courses while admitted in the ABFSE-accredited A.A.S.

degree program, they will be dismissed from the program.

• Once dismissed from the ABFSE-accredited A.A.S. degree program, the student is not eligible for re-

admission to the ABFSE-accredited A.A.S. degree program.  The student can move to the unaccredited

funeral director only certificate to earn the funeral director only certificate.  The student may also seek

another ABFSE-accredited program elsewhere to ascertain if they will allow them admission.

Effective January 1, 2025 (Spring Semester 2025) and Beyond: 

• The JSCC ABFSE-accredited A.A.S. degree program will cap enrollment each semester and will move to

selected admissions like many other FSE / Mortuary Science Programs across the United States, and other

health-related programs here at Jefferson State. Selected admissions means that a student is not guaranteed

admission to the accredited degree program.

• Applicants must have a minimum overall GPA of 2.5 to be considered for admission to the accredited

degree program and must maintain a 2.5 GPA while admitted to the accredited degree program.  Failure

to maintain the minimum overall GPA will result in the student being dismissed from the program.

• There will be a secondary admission application to the FSE degree program.  The student will apply to

Jefferson State and must also apply to the FSE degree program. There will be deadlines for applications.

The deadline for applications will be as follows:

Term **Applications Accepted Application Review Student Notified By JSCC E-mail 
Fall: August March 1 - May 15 May 16 - June 30 July 1 

Spring: January July 1 - September 15 September 16 - October 31 November 1 

**All transcripts must be received and evaluated by Jefferson State Community College at least 30 

days prior to the application deadline to ensure consideration 

• Funeral Service Education Program applications must be received by 4:00 PM Central Standard Time on

the above dates for the semester for which the student is applying. Eligible students for admission are

only those who have completed the pre-requisite requirements, eligibility requirements, and all

application procedures prior to the deadline. Only those students will be considered for admission.

• Qualified students are ranked for admission based on a point system for items on file at the time of the

FSE application deadline. This ranking is completely objective and includes:

o GPA - Students must complete all required general education prerequisite courses with a grade

of “C” or better with a GPA of 2.5 or above. Overall GPA, of courses accepted and posted for



transfer credit by Jefferson State, will be multiplied by 4 for computing total points for ranking. 

Transfer credit GPA must also be a 2.5 or above. 

o Work Keys Assessments - Students must provide official scores, and must meet the minimum

scores on each subsection as follows:

• Work Keys Applied Math Score (Min. of a 5 out of 5 required)

• Work Keys Workplace Documents Score (Min. of a 6 out of 7 required)

• Work Keys Graphic Literacy Score (Min. of a 5 out of 6 required)

• Work Keys Business Writing Score (Min. of a 4 out of 5 required)

• Work Keys Workplace Observation Score (Min. of a 3 out of 3 required)

o Highest Earned & Awarded Previous Educational Degree (Must be regionally accredited)

• 4 points = earned doctorate

• 3 points = earned master’s

• 2 points = earned bachelor’s

• 1 point  =  earned associate’s degree·

o Funeral home work experience (Must be an funeral director and embalmer’s apprentice for

admission)

• 3 points = full time employed in a licensed funeral establishment (works 35 or more hours

per week)

• 2 points = part time employed in a licensed funeral establishment (works between 20-34

hours per week)

• 1 point  = on-call, meaning only works when called or needed

o Previously enrolled in or attended a funeral service education or mortuary science program.

• 1 point if not previously enrolled or attended, and zero points if previously enrolled or

attended.

The selection committee that reviews applications will include non-FSE JSCC faculty/staff to ensure that 

the applications are accurately reviewed and scored based solely on the selection criteria.  

We are proud to be your accredited funeral service education program, and we do not take that 

privilege and duty lightly.  Since COVID, the world has changed.  Education is not immune to the changes 

since the pandemic.  Those changes have affected our students, and student academic readiness, as well. 

These changes to the accredited degree program are necessary and must be put in place to protect Alabama 

having an accredited funeral service education program.  Being totally transparent, if these new 

accreditation standards had been in place three to four years ago, Jefferson State (and many, many other 



fse/mortuary science programs) would have been on probation, show cause, and would have lost 

accreditation by ABFSE.  We cannot afford that to happen, and we MUST adapt to the upcoming enforced 

ABFSE Accreditation Standards.  

We thank you for taking your time to familiarize yourself with the upcoming changes, for your 

support in the past, and your support in the future.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

us: 

Venus Riley Smith, CFSP 

Program Coordinator 

HMB G-9 

(205) 856-7841

vriley@jeffersonstate.edu

Dr. Jzyk S. Ennis 

Instructor/Advisor 

HMB G-10 

(205) 856-7852

jennis@jeffersonstate.edu

The Funeral Service Education associate degree program at Jefferson State Community College is accredited 
by the American Board of Funeral Service Education (ABFSE), 992 Mantua Pike, Suite 108, Woodbury Heights, 
NJ 08097 (816) 233-3747.  www.abfse.org. 

National Board Exam Passing Rate 

• National Board Exam Rate

• National Board Examination pass rates, graduation rates, and employment rates for this and other
ABFSE-accredited programs are available at www.abfse.org  in the Directory of Accredited
Programs.

https://www.abfse.org/
https://www.jeffersonstate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/National-Board-Exam-Rate-21.pdf
http://www.abfse.org/



